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This has been a remarkable month for Surgeons of Hope. From a strategic board retreat in New
York to three life-changing missions across Latin America, our team has been working tirelessly
to bring hope and healing to children with congenital heart disease. Here is a look at everything
that happened.
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In June, we had the privilege of coordinating three simultaneous
missions in Honduras, Paraguay, and Costa Rica. Across these three
countries, our teams successfully performed fourteen open-heart
surgeries on patients ranging from newborns to fourteen-year-old
children. Together, these missions showcased how well-established our
programs have become in each country and how much the local teams
have grown to assist children like Isabella, a 3-year-old girl from
Honduras.

sabella suffered from Tetralogy of Fallot, a rare yet common congenital
heart defect present at birth. This condition alters the structure of the
heart, causing oxygen-poor blood to circulate throughout the body
instead of going to the lungs. Her mother reported that Isabella always
had a bluish tint to her skin. After the surgery, when her mother first
saw her, her immediate reaction was, “Her blue tone is gone!”

The following day, when Isabella woke up, the first thing she asked was,
“Mama, milk.” As shown in the video, she was clearly very hungry!


https://surgeonsofhope.org/
https://surgeonsofhope.networkforgood.com/projects/98960-main-giving-page

HONDURAS

We are particularly proud of the
stability our Honduras program
has achieved, especially in the
wake of losing the country’s
only pediatric cardiac surgeon
in a car accident. The
dedication of every medical and
administrative stakeholder
reflects a deep, unwavering
commitment to the patients
they serve.

We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the entire team that
welcomed Dr. Eric Griffiths and
his colleagues so warmly. We
also want to offer a special
thank-you to the team at World
Pediatrics, partners who share
our vision and our passion for
doing things right. Their support
during  the  mission  was
invaluable, and a powerful
reminder that when we focus on
bringing hope, working together
always yields the best results.

PARAGUAY

In Paraguay, we are thrilled to
see the direct results of our
commitment to a data-driven
culture. By  systematically
capturing patient outcomes, we
have been able to pinpoint
areas for improvement in care
protocols and achieve
meaningful gains across several
key metrics.

The local surgeons have also
made remarkable strides: in just
the past year and a half —
spanning eight missions over
two years — they have rapidly
refined their surgical
techniques with impressive
results. Our ultimate goal
remains to elevate all
specialties together —
catheterization, nursing,
intensive care, surgery — so that
the teams can operate with full
autonomy during the months
between missions.

COSTARICA

Costa Rica was the final stop on
our June mission circuit — and it
may have been one of our most
memorable experiences to date.
Our team attended four
neonatal patients with highly
complex congenital heart
defects, all under the expert
supervision of Dr. Joe Forbess.
We are delighted to report that
every baby came through
surgery and continues to
recover.

Beyond the outcomes, what
struck us most was the
remarkable cohesion of the
local team — a sense of unity
that is the foundation of any
truly great program. This
mission also brought a very
special moment: Jorge Dengo,
our newest board member, had
the privilege of observing one of
the surgeries firsthand. In his
own words:

“A miracle. It’s not just about the surgeon. It’s the person who
passes each instrument at exactly the right moment, the nurses,
the anesthesiologists, the perfusionists — an entire team
working with breathtaking precision. Holding a baby’s chest that
fits in the palm of my hand, with a heart and lungs no larger
than my fingers, puts everything in perspective.”

— Jorge Dengo, Board Member, Surgeons of Hope, during his visit to our
mission in Costa Rica, june 2026.




Board Retreat — Surgeons of Hope

On Saturday, May 29th, Surgeons of Hope co-chair Richard Duron welcomed board members to
his home in New York City for a full day of reflection, planning, and renewed commitment. Each
member shared their personal reasons for supporting this cause — deepening our sense of
shared purpose and leaving with concrete assignments to help SoH grow.

The retreat also served as an opportunity to update the foundation's strategic action plan,
refining our vision and mission for the years ahead, and identifying key areas of growth for the
programs we sustain across Latin America. The experience was both inspiring and galvanizing:
every board member left with concrete assignments that will help Surgeons of Hope continue
to grow and expand its impact.

A new way to support our missionJx

Donate your United Airlines MileagePlus miles to Surgeons of Hope. Airline tickets represent
one of our largest mission expenses — every mile donated goes directly toward bringing our
volunteer teams to the children who need them most.

Donate your miles =9

It is thanks to readers like you that we are able to conduct our life-saving missions. Thank you
for your support and for taking the time to read our newsletter. We look forward to providing
additional updates in July.

Warmly,
Surgeons of Hope Foundation

Surgeons of Hope Foundation - surgeonsofhope.org ﬂ ﬂ
Follow us and share the hope. ®



https://donate.mileageplus.com/Charity/Details/3198136
https://www.facebook.com/surgeonsofhope
https://instagram.com/surgeonsofhope
https://www.linkedin.com/company/surgeons-of-hope
https://surgeonsofhope.org/
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